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BRIEFING NOTE: THE PAN-AFRICA DIALOGUE SERIES ON AGEING AND DEVELOPMENT









1.0. Background

The Pan-Africa Dialogue Series on Ageing and Development constitutes a structured continental platform for policy dialogue, evidence exchange, and multi-stakeholder engagement on Africa’s demographic transition. The Series is intended to support the elevation of ageing within Africa’s development agenda and to facilitate the translation of global and continental commitments into coherent, context-responsive policy, legislative, and programmatic interventions.

While Africa remains the youngest region globally, it is experiencing a progressive demographic transition characterised by increasing longevity and a steadily expanding older population across sub-regions. This transition is occurring within a context of persistent structural development challenges, including widespread informality, limited social protection coverage, evolving epidemiological patterns, and constrained access to integrated health and long-term care systems. These dynamics require coordinated, forward-looking, and rights-based policy responses that mainstream ageing within broader sustainable development frameworks.

2.0.  Rationale

The Series responds to the need for structured, evidence-based, and multi-stakeholder engagement to strengthen the implementation of the Madrid International Plan of Action on Ageing (MIPAA), alongside relevant continental instruments and global normative frameworks. In line with MIPAA, such mechanisms are designed to decentralise planning processes, promote a bottom-up policy approach, and ensure that demographic change is systematically addressed across all levels of governance.
These structures typically bring together government ministries, older persons’ organisations, civil society organisations, academia, and the private sector, with a mandate to provide advisory inputs, review national evidence and surveys, and support strategic planning processes. They also play a critical role in monitoring and evaluation through the preparation of periodic progress reports within the cyclical MIPAA review and appraisal framework. Accordingly, the Series contributes to strengthening policy coherence, institutional coordination, and accountability in ageing-related interventions. It further supports the mainstreaming of ageing across key sectors, including social protection systems, health and long-term care, gender equality, disability inclusion, and human rights-based approaches.

3.0.  Series Overview (Sessions Convened to Date)

To date, five sessions have been convened under the Series, reflecting a progressively deepening continental dialogue on ageing, policy coherence, and rights-based approaches. These sessions are as follows:

a. The Quiet Demographic Shift: Ageing in Africa Comes into Focus, which examined emerging demographic trends and their policy implications, with emphasis on framing ageing as a strategic development consideration;
b. Taking Stock, Staying Ahead: Recalibrating Policy and Legislation for Ageing through the MIPAA Review, which focused on the fifth review and appraisal cycle of the Madrid International Plan of Action on Ageing (MIPAA) and associated implementation imperatives, particularly in relation to strengthening national policy and legislative frameworks;
c. Rights-Based Social Protection for Older Persons in Africa, which addressed the strengthening of inclusive, rights-based social protection systems, with particular attention to coverage gaps, equity considerations, and system responsiveness to the needs of older persons;
d. Voices into Impact: Multi-Stakeholder Action for the Rights of Older Persons in Africa, co-led by the Office of the United Nations High Commissioner for Human Rights (OHCHR), which emphasised coordinated, multi-actor approaches to advancing the rights of older persons through enhanced accountability, participation, and institutional engagement; and
e. Reframing Healthy Ageing and Long-Term Care Systems in Africa: Strengthening Home and Community-Based Care through Integrated Approaches, which explored integrated models for healthy ageing, with emphasis on strengthening home and community-based care systems, improving coordination across health and social protection sectors, and advancing sustainable long-term care frameworks within African contexts.

4.0.  Gaps / Key Considerations

The demographic transition presents an emerging and cross-cutting policy imperative requiring strengthened normative, institutional, and programmatic responses. Key considerations include:

· Normative alignment: Strengthening coherence across continental, regional, and national ageing frameworks, including MIPAA, through harmonised policy and legal development
· Institutional coordination: Enhancing coordination mechanisms across continental, regional (RECs), and national levels to reduce fragmentation and improve implementation
· Mainstreaming of ageing: Systematic integration of ageing into sectoral policies including social protection, health, labour markets, gender equality, and disability inclusion
· Evidence and data systems: Strengthening demographic data systems for planning, monitoring, and reporting
· Rights-based approach: Ensuring dignity, autonomy, participation, and protection of older persons
· Resource and capacity constraints: Addressing institutional and financing gaps through targeted technical support
· Multi-stakeholder engagement: Sustained collaboration among Member States, AU institutions, RECs, UN agencies, civil society, academia, and organisations of older persons




5.0.  Stakeholder Engagement and Implementing Partners
The Pan-Africa Dialogue Series on Ageing and Development is a continental policy dialogue platform supported by the African Union Commission and implemented through a multi-partner framework involving relevant continental, regional, and international stakeholders and convened by the Dave Omokaro Foundation and co-chaired by HelpAge International. 
In recognition of the inherently multi-sectoral and cross-cutting nature of ageing and long-term care systems, the Series is anchored in a structured multi-stakeholder partnership arrangement designed to enhance technical depth, policy relevance, and implementation effectiveness across continental, regional, and national levels. Within this framework, the following organisations provide complementary technical, normative, and operational support:

· United Nations Department of Economic and Social Affairs (UN DESA)
· The International Institute on Ageing (INIA)
· International Federation on Ageing (IFA)
· International Association of Gerontology and Geriatrics (IAGG)
· Other relevant international, regional, and civil society organisations working on ageing, long-term care, and social protection systems

These stakeholders contribute through technical expertise, applied research, policy advocacy, capacity strengthening, and implementation support. Their engagement reinforces the objectives of the Madrid International Plan of Action on Ageing (MIPAA) through evidence generation, policy advisory inputs, and programme innovation. It further strengthens the participatory and bottom-up approach envisaged under MIPAA, while supporting Member States in the development of inclusive, coordinated, and sustainable policy responses on ageing and long-term care systems.

6.0.  Conclusion

The Pan-Africa Dialogue Series on Ageing and Development provides a structured platform for advancing evidence-based policy dialogue, strengthening normative coherence, and enhancing coordination on ageing across Africa. The forthcoming Session 06 and UNDESA-supported activities represent a critical step in operationalising continental and global commitments and reinforcing Member States’ capacity to implement MIPAA-aligned priorities.

STC Recommendations

The STC may wish to consider the following, in alignment with the Madrid International Plan of Action on Ageing (MIPAA) and in furtherance of the United Nations General Assembly Resolution A/C.3/80/L.5/REV1 on the Second World Assembly on Ageing (77th Session, China-led initiative), which reinforces global commitment to strengthened implementation, international cooperation, and inclusive responses to population ageing:

· Take note of the ongoing implementation of the Pan-Africa Dialogue Series on Ageing and Development as a continental platform contributing to MIPAA review processes, policy coherence, and structured multi-stakeholder engagement in line with global commitments reaffirmed under A/C.3/80/L.5/REV1;

· Support the development and operationalisation of the Common African Position on Ageing, as a strategic continental framework to guide coherent, rights-based, and coordinated implementation of MIPAA priorities across Member States;

· Encourage the ratification and accelerated implementation of the Protocol to the African Charter on Human and Peoples’ Rights on the Rights of Older Persons in Africa, as a key normative instrument for strengthening legal protection, social inclusion, and rights-based ageing governance at national level;

· Endorse coordinated, rights-based, and evidence-informed approaches to ageing, consistent with MIPAA priority areas on older persons and development, health and well-being in older age, and enabling environments for older persons;


· Support the systematic mainstreaming of ageing into relevant continental, regional, and national policy, legal, and programmatic frameworks, including social protection, health systems, long-term care, and inclusive development strategies, in line with MIPAA implementation imperatives and global commitments on the Second World Assembly on Ageing process.
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